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Summary Record

The ACD Ministers’ Meeting on the Sidelines of UNGA 61
Thursday 21 September 2006

(Meeting Room 8, UN Headquarters, 15.45 hrs. – 17.00 hrs.)
 ---------------------------

1. The ACD Coordinator (Thailand) convened the ACD Ministers’ Meeting on the Sidelines of the 61st Annual Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 61) on Thursday 21 September 2006 at UN Headquarters in New York City.  The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Mohammed Abdullah Mit’ab Al-Rumaihi, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for Follow-Up Affairs of Qatar. It was attended by Ministers and senior representatives from 29 countries (List of Participants appears as Annex I).

2. The Meeting welcomed the participation of Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, the newest members of the ACD, in their first ACD Ministerial-level forum since their membership requests were accepted at ACD 5 in Doha.

3. The Meeting reaffirmed its commitment to the ACD process and continued the discussion begun at ACD 5 in Doha on how to strengthen ACD cooperation so that its yields more concrete and beneficial results. 

4. In this connection, the Meeting considered the Report of the Small Group Meeting on ACD Future Directions (Annex II), endorsing in principle both the Report and the proposals contained therein, which concern:
4.1 membership – The Meeting agreed to continue to consider the issue of whether the ACD should institute a temporary moratorium or continue to accept new members on the basis of the ACD Guidelines for Membership (to which the Meeting, for the most part, gave in-principle agreement), aiming to reach a decision on this issue by the time of ACD 6 in Korea in 2007;

4.2 coordination –  

4.2.1 The Meeting agreed to make the Prime and Co-Prime Movers’ Consultation a regular forum responsible for both record-keeping of progress made in the project areas as well as up-coming activities and overseeing the long-term development of the ACD process; the next meeting of the Consultation will be convened and chaired by Korea back-to-back with ACD 6;

4.2.2 The Meeting agreed on the necessity for the ACD to put into place a Coordinating Group comprising the previous, present and future hosts of the annual ACD Ministerial Meeting plus Thailand (ACD Coordinator), which will be a regular forum responsible primarily for making substantive preparations for each year’s annual ACD Ministerial Meeting; the current composition of the Coordinating Group (i.e., until ACD 6) includes Pakistan (previous host), Qatar (current Chair), Korea (future host) and Thailand; the timing of the Group’s first meeting is to be determined by Group members in consultation;   
4.3 future directions – The Meeting agreed to set up a small-sized ACD high-level study group with voluntary representation from the senior ranks of member countries’ Foreign Affairs Ministries or academic communities to explore and make recommendations on the end goals of ACD cooperation, a funding mechanism, a secretariat and Track II participation in the ACD process; the first meeting of the study group is to be convened by Korea; the group’s recommendations are eventually to be submitted to Ministers at ACD 7 in Kazakhstan in 2008.    

5. The Meeting agreed that the Report of the Small Group should be implemented straightaway, beginning with Korea, in its capacity as host of ACD 6. 

6. The ACD Coordinator (Thailand) briefed the Meeting on the progress made in ACD project areas since ACD 5 (i.e., in environmental education by Japan, road safety by Oman and IT development by Korea).  The Coordinator also made reference to up-coming activities (i.e., the Seminar on Energy Cooperation Within the ACD in Kazakhstan on 6 October 2006, the ACD Agricultural Officials’ Seminar in China between 16-25 October 2006 and the 2nd ACD Energy Forum in Pakistan at a date to be informed in due course).   
7. Korea briefed the Meeting on preparations for ACD 6, which is tentatively scheduled for the end of May 2007 in Seoul.  Specific dates for ACD 6 will be circulated for members’ consideration by the end of 2006 – the beginning of 2007.
8. Several member countries raised regional and international issues of common concern and interest, e.g., globalization and its challenges, UN Reform and implementation of the 2005 World Summit Outcome Document.
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