Summary Record of the ACD Breakfast Meeting

Sunday 18 September 2005

United Nations Headquarters, New York


The Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) Breakfast Meeting was held on 18 September 2005 at the Delegates’ Dining Room 6, United Nations Headquarters, New York.  The Meeting was chaired by H.E. Dr. Kantathi Suphamongkhon, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, and attended by ACD Ministers, senior representatives and Permanent Representatives of the ACD Countries to the UN in New York from 27 ACD countries (See attached List of Participants). 
1. Welcome
1.1 The Meeting welcomed the ACD’s newest members, i.e., 
Russia and Saudi Arabia, and agreed that their addition would strengthen dialogue and cooperation within the ACD forum as a whole. 
1.2 The Meeting expressed appreciation to Pakistan for the 

successful hosting of the Fourth ACD Ministerial Meeting in Islamabad.
2. Progress of ACD Projects/Future Activities

2.1 Thailand, as ACD Coordinator, briefed the Meeting on the progress of ACD projects and future activities as follows:

      2.1.1 Since the Fourth ACD Ministerial Meeting in Islamabad, 
China hosted the “Training Course on Agricultural Biotechnologies” between 15-21 August 2005 in Beijing. 

      2.1.2 There are four upcoming activities to be hosted by:

               - Japan (the “Second ACD Dialogue on Environmental 
Education : Towards Green Production  and Green Life,”  20-21 September, Tokyo); 

               - Indonesia (the “1st ACD Energy Forum,” 26-28 

September, Bali);
           - the Republic of Korea (“National Informatization

Policy Course,” 12-18 October) and               

           - Malaysia (Roundtable Meeting on the Establishment 

of an Asia e-University, November 2005).

      2.1.3 India, as a prime mover in the area of Transport Linkages, has circulated a “Concept Paper on Transport Linkages” to all members. 
     2.2 Sri Lanka informed the Meeting of its plan to host a seminar/
workshop in the area of intellectual property in Colombo next year.

2.3 Cambodia informed the Meeting that the Third ACD Tourism Business Forum has been rescheduled to March 2006.  The main issues to be discussed in the Forum are intra-regional promotion initiatives, human resource development, and small and medium tourism program.

2.4 Oman informed the Meeting of its willingness to host a workshop on road safety next year.


2.5 Kazakhstan suggested that the ACD can enhance cooperation with countries in Central Asia.


2.6 India suggested that the ACD can engage more closely with subregional organizations in Asia such as SAARC, BIMSTEC, GCC and ASEAN.


2.7 Vietnam suggested that the ACD should focus on the area of poverty reduction.  Bhutan and Japan shared the same view, but also stressed the importance of sustainable development and environment protection.

3. Energy Cooperation
3.1 The Meeting exchanged views in detail on energy cooperation 

and agreed on the importance of the energy issue and the impact of rising oil prices on the economic development of many ACD members. As the ACD is comprised of major oil producers and consumers, it has great potential to cooperate on the energy issue, specifically on such aspects as price, security, pipeline extension, and regional energy grid to reduce the cost of oil transportation.  
3.2 Pakistan expressed its readiness to organize a conference of oil producing and oil consuming countries in the ACD.
3.3 Kazakhstan informed the Meeting of its intention to host a workshop on energy security next year.

3.4 The Meeting took note of the idea proposed by Thailand of having a Meeting of Oil Ministers in the ACD framework.  

3.5 Thailand suggested that ACD oil producing countries       

invest their income gained from rising oil prices to stimulate further development in the ACD members. The Philippines also suggested the ACD work together to expand research and development on alternative sources of energy.

3.6 The Republic of Korea suggested that the oil producing ACD members form a dialogue with OPEC for the benefit of ACD members and other countries.

3.7 Singapore suggested the idea of creating an energy grid among ACD members to reduce the cost of oil delivery. This would require coordination among ACD members and support from the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, Shanghai Cooperation Organization and ASEAN. 
4. Financial Cooperation
4.1 The Meeting took note of the progress of the Asian Bond Market Initiative as reported by Thailand and agreed on the importance of financial cooperation in the ACD forum as well as the necessity to further develop the Asian Bond Market Initiative to enhance the financial infrastructure of member countries as well as give Asia an opportunity to manage its own wealth.  
4.2 The Meeting supported Thailand’s proposal to host the ACD Finance Ministers Meeting with the participation of Central Bank governors to move forward the Asian Bond Market Initiative. 
5. Natural Disasters
5.1 The Meeting was of the view that the ACD can play a constructive role in minimizing destruction from natural disasters as first suggested by India.
5.2 The Meeting endorsed Russia’s proposal to be a prime mover in the area of natural disasters.
7. ACD Coordinating Mechanism
7.1 The Meeting agreed that the issue of the possible establishment of an ACD secretariat be addressed at the Fifth Ministerial Meeting in Qatar next year.

8. ACD Summit

8.1 Since the Meeting discussed different agencies meeting at the ministerial level, Thailand proposed that it was time to think about a timeline for holding an ACD Summit to help coordinate internally as well as to put such subject matters on the agenda of the ACD leaders. Thailand reaffirmed its readiness to host the ACD Summit in 2006 or 2007 and would welcome members’ comments at the ACD Ministerial Meeting in Qatar. 
---------------------------------------------------------
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