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Progress Report on Bahrain’s Prime Mover Area of Energy Security


The first ACD Working Group Meeting on Energy Security was hosted on 13 January 2004 in Manama by the Kingdom of Bahrain as the prime mover of the project.  The co-prime movers comprise of Indonesia, the Philippines and Qatar.  The meeting was chaired by H.E. Shaikh Abdulaziz Bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa, Assistant Undersecretary for Co-ordination and Follow-up at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Bahrain.


The meeting was attended by representatives from 14 ACD member countries, namely Bahrain, Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, India, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Oman, the Philippines, Qatar, Thailand and Vietnam.  Representatives of Saudi Arabia were invited by the host country as observers.


In the meeting, views were exchanged on a wide range of energy-related issues:  energy balance, potential of energy resources and technology, energy infrastructure, energy pricing, energy policy and energy problems.  Challenges and opportunities of the current energy situation were identified and thoroughly discussed. The meeting acknowledged with keen interest the pipeline projects presented by Qatar and Thailand.  The Dolphin Project of Qatar is aimed at linking the countries in West Asia, namely, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates and Oman.  Thailand’s initiative of the Strategic Energy Land Bridge (SELB) is aimed at providing an alternative route for energy transportation from West Asia to other parts of the world, to address the problem of oil price volatility, to promote energy cost optimization, and to increase oil trade.

The participants agreed upon a set of recommendations as follows:

1. To promote frequent consultations and cooperation among ACD member countries in the energy sector, including the exchange of experiences and best practices;

2. To maintain stable and reliable energy supply in meeting the demand, ensuring the sustained economic development of the region;

3. To encourage enhanced participation of the private sector, international organizations and financial institutions related to the energy sector in future working group meetings.

4. To explore and share knowledge and expertise related to renewable energy sources, diversification of energy sources and liberalization of energy services;

5. To establish an Asian energy research network to conduct research in various fields of energy, including energy resource diversification, transmission and distribution, environmentally friendly energy sources and technologies, and the exchange of energy data;

6. To promote investments in the upstream and downstream energy sectors in the region to include joint oil stockpiling initiatives and interconnection projects;

7. To explore the feasibility of setting up regional energy distribution centers;

8. To minimize the existing barriers to energy trade in the region, particularly the energy tariffs;

9. To adopt state-of-the-art technologies and exchange technological expertise in order to promote efficient, lower-cost and environmentally friendly energy products;

10. To further increase public awareness on the consumption of clean and environmentally friendly energy such as natural gas, hydro, and clean coal, among others.

11. To exchange information on pricing policy and market stability

---------------------------------

Progress Report on Bangladesh’s Prime Mover Area of Poverty Alleviation

      Brief report:

A considerable segment of the Asian population lives in object poverty. National Governments are continuously trying to uplift the living standard of its poor people. 

The ACD cooperation on poverty alleviation would therefore enable the Asian governments to exchange information on their national poverty alleviation efforts and strategies that would enrich each other’s efforts with positive and successful practices 

of others.

As a co-prime mover Bangladesh arranged a seminar on “Rehabilitation of Working Children of Asia” on 12 March, 2003 in Dhaka . Thailand, Vietnam, China, Bahrain, Indonesia, Brunei, Pakistan, Japan and Bangladesh participated in the Seminar. The workshop discussed the issues related to the rehabilitation of working children in their respective countries. A compilation of the country paper was produced.

Some of the highlights of the recommendations of the Seminar are 

abridged in the following:

- 
         Effective measures be taken for harmonizing domestic legal framework in line with the Convention of Rights of Children to contain and discourage the child labor and their effective enforcement of the domestic laws;

- 
         Ensuring of flexible work and school time, maintaining quality education at work place to reduce the drop outs;

- 
         Promoting awareness and community participation to address gender, age, type of job, wage problems at work;

- 
         Capacity building and transnational cooperation to prevent girl child trafficking;

- 
         Adopting comprehensive approach to child labor and rehabilitation with all stakeholders; and

- 
         Network among the ACD countries to share indigenous experience and compilation of their best practices.

------------------------------
Progress Report on China’s Prime Mover Area of Agricultural Cooperation 

I. Concept Paper on Agricultural Cooperation under Asia Cooperation Dialogue Framework

On the 2nd Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) Informal Meeting for Foreign Ministers held in June 2003 in Chiang Mai, Thailand, the Chinese government proposed the Concept Paper on Agricultural Cooperation in line with the reality and needs of the Asian countries in developing agriculture. It also initiated the ACD Workshop for Agricultural Ministers to be held in May 2004 in Beijing, China, where the ACD member states would discuss a strategy for agricultural cooperation and the follow-up activities to the Concept Paper. 

II. ACD Workshop for Agricultural Ministers 

The ACD Workshop for Agricultural Ministers held on May 22-23, 2004 in Beijing is a major high-level meeting on agriculture among Asian countries. Eleven ministerial-level delegations and six vice ministerial-level delegations, totally 117 delegates from ACD member states except for Qatar and Singapore, participated in the workshop. Based on comprehensive exchanges and discussion, the workshop adopted the Joint Initiative of the ACD Workshop for Agricultural Ministers, which represents the common will of ACD members.

III. Follow-up to ACD Workshop for Agricultural Ministers

1. Agricultural Policy Forum and Technology Workshop

To echo with the Joint Initiative, China has a plan for an ACD forum on agricultural policies to be held in Beijing in October 2004 and an Asia workshop on rice development and technologies in Hunan, China in November 2004. All ACD member states will be invited to these two events, through which they may expand the role of farm policies and rice production in achieving food security and sustainable agriculture, and promote the agricultural development and common prosperity in Asia. 

2. ACD Joint Research on Agriculture

To promote the agricultural cooperation between China and other ACD member states, China will be engaged in the ACD joint research on agriculture, while better understanding the needs of different member states in their agricultural cooperation, and pursuing a more effective agricultural cooperation among themselves.

As the prime mover for ACD agricultural cooperation, China will join hands with other ACD member states and work hard for the common development of agriculture in Asia.

--------------------------------

Progress Report on India's Prime Mover Area of Biotechnology

India is the prime mover for initiating regional cooperation among ACD Countries in the field of biotechnology. A consultative meeting was held in New Delhi on 6-7 October, 2003, which was attended by representatives of 13 countries. Department of Biotechnology  of India, which is the nodal agency, had prepared a concept paper for setting up of  an ACD Biotechnology Consortium. Some of the key recommendations include the following:-

· Establishment of ACD-Biotechnology  Consortium (ACDBC) website;

· Proposal for establishment of ACD biotechnology consortium Secretariat in India;

· Constitution of Apex Governing Body (AGB) with membership from all member countries;

· Nomination of members of the AGB before December,2003;

· Contribution of an amount of US $ 1000 per year towards membership in ACD Biotechnology Consortium;

· Establishment of a core fund for ACD in biotechnology by contributions from member countries;

· Exploring the possibility of contributions towards core fund by international development agencies;

· Designation of a nodal officer by each ACD member country for interacting with Indian nodal point by November, 2003;

· Proposal to organize the first meeting of AGB in biotechnology before the forthcoming ACD ministerial meeting in China.

Thailand has nominated Director, National Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (BIOTEC) as the nodal officer. India’s nodal officer is Dr. S.R. Rao, Director, Department of Biotechnology (e mail: srrao@dbt.nic.in).  Designation of nodal officers from other countries is awaited.

-------------------------------------

Progress Report on Japan's Prime Mover Area of Environmental Education

Brief Report

1.  Toward the Implementation of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development

2.  Site Visit and Discussion

3.    -  June 7 and 8, 2004 in Musashino City (Site Visit) and Tokyo (Discussion), Japan.

       -  60 persons from 16 ACD member countries and relevant international     organizations.

        - The meeting started with a visit to the Clean Center of the Musashuno City and participants were introduced to the environmental education of the local community. -Concerning the basic principles and ideas on the environmental education, participants expressed the several views such as recognition of the seriousness of environmental deterioration resulting from unsustainable patterns of consumption and production, and the need to change lifestyle through reduction, reuse and recycling. With regard to various activities to enhance understanding and awareness as well as sense of ownership and commitment, participants emphasized among other the various points.

       -  Participants expressed their appreciation for the kind arrangements made by the Musashino City. With regard to the Education for Sustainable Development, participants expressed the view that it is still at the formative stage and pointed out the need to translate it into operational terms with a view to reorienting existing educational programs.

4.  As described above, Japan could offer the good opportunities to visit to the Clean Center of the Musashino City and to have a dialogue among participants of ACD member countries as well as relevant international organizations and NGO.

5.  An expectation is expressed that participants of this meeting constitute the nucleus of regional cooperation and work together for the forthcoming UNDESD. On the occasion of this meeting, a full list of participants with their names, organizations, addresses including E-mails was compiled for the purpose of making further contacts.

--------------------------------------------

Progress Report on Japan's Prime Mover Area of Legal Infrastructure

Brief Report

1.  Promoting Intellectual Cooperation Necessary for Strengthening Multilateral Trading Systems such as WTO

2.   Workshop

3.  - May 21, 2004 in Tokyo, Japan

    -35 persons from 19 ACD member countries.

    -The participants recognized that their legal infrastructures still differ prominently with each other. They also realized that some countries in Asia exploring accession to the World Trade Organisation (WTO) were required to improve, in particular, their economic laws. In this light, the participants from the ACD member countries became firmly convinced that sharing views and information on the necessary legal infrastructure, promoting co-operation for the sound expansion and growth of Asian economic market, should not only be immensely useful but also important for the creation of prosperity of the future Asia.

    -Participants exchanged views and confirmed the shared recognition on the importance of continuing this process by putting together legal experts from the ACD member countries to deepen and broaden substantial discussions on the legal infrastructure, as they believe this exercise should be “an important step for realizing future integration in Asia”.

4.  As described above, Japan could offer the opportunity to have a dialogue among participants of ACD member countries. And they exchanged views and confirmed the shared recognition on the importance of continuing this process by putting together legal experts from the ACD member countries/

5.  The participants wished that their views would be reported at the next ACD meeting in June this year so that the ACD ministers would understand the importance of deepening legal infrastructure, and looked forward to any appropriate step to be agreed upon among the ACD ministers and adequate follow ups to be made

-------------------------------

Progress Report on the Republic of Korea’s Prime Mover Area of IT Cooperation 

Republic of Korea (ROK) has been designated as the prime mover of IT cooperation during the 2nd ACD Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held in Chiang Mai, Thailand last year. Until recently, ROK has been fostering IT cooperation projects based on its bilateral relations with Asian countries and also within the ASEAN+3 mechanism. After submitting the Concept Paper on IT Cooperation during the ACD Meeting last year, and as the prime mover of IT cooperation within the ACD framework, ROK has been implementing and will make all efforts to continuously and systematically conduct these cooperation projects within the ACD, a larger framework, so as to render IT support more effectively and successfully to the various member countries of the ACD.

In relation to this, as the first ACD IT cooperation project, ROK invited about 17 IT specialists from the 22 member countries of the ACD from May 19 to 25, 2004 and provided an ACD IT Training course to these invitees. Next year, ROK will be inviting about 100 IT-related specialists from the interested ACD countries for a similar training course. 

Additionally, ROK is planning to hold a workshop to exchange views and draw up a blue print that is intended to expand IT cooperation among the ACD member countries in the later half of this year. 

Furthermore, the ROK government will endeavor to expand the existing IT cooperation projects, such as “Korea IT Learning Program”, “IT Policy Advisory Group Dispatch Program”, “Korea Internet Volunteers Dispatch Program”, “Information Access Center Project”, and “IT related Symposiums”, which are conducive to bridging digital divide between the developed and developing countries. 

Finally, on a mid and long term basis, ROK will be unfolding distinctive IT cooperation projects based on the differing demands of each of the ACD member-countries, after a sufficient survey of their various demands. 

ROK’ s Specific IT Projects

■ Korea International Cooperation Agency : KOICA

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) under authority of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MOFAT) implements and administrates the grant aid and technical cooperation program of the Government of the Republic of Korea, thereby contributing to strengthening cooperative relationships between Korea and developing countries, and promoting socio-economic advancement of the recipient countries.

In the field of IT, KOICA has been rendering support for the diverse IT cooperation projects worth about 20 million US dollars, targeted towards almost all ACD member countries, which includes IT training programs, specialist and volunteer dispatch, IT-related equipment supply, and the construction of IT training centers.

(Plans for 2004)

· Invite 264 trainees for 13 IT related training courses

· Dispatch 6 IT specialists and 162 volunteers

· Support IT supplies worth 500 thousand US dollars

(Special Cooperation Project since 2000)

· e-Government Plan Project in Lao PDR ($950,000)

· Establishment of Korea-Vietnam IT College in Danang ($10,000,000)

· ICT Legislation Project in Vietnam ($860,000)

· Project for the Establishment of a Center for Advanced Research & Development in Science and Technology in Bangladesh ($690,000)

· Establishment of Bangladesh-Korea Institute of Information & Communication Technology ($1,000,000)

· Project for IT Training Center UI-Korea in Indonesia ($1,250,000)

· ICT Infrastructure Development Project for CD-SMEs of Indonesia ($1,250,000)

· Establishment of the Korea-Philippines IT Training Center ($5,000,000)

· National ICT Development Master Plan Project in Myanmar ($950,000)

■ Ministry of Information and Communication : MIC

ROK’s Ministry of Information and Communication (MIC) was established in 1994, with its predecessor being the Ministry of Communication, to unify the scattered functions of IT related works and strategically nurture the IT industry to become an engine of the nation's economic growth. The MIC is responsible for informatization, information & communication, radio & broadcasting, postal and postal financial services.

With its 3 main policy goals being to accelerate informatization, promote the IT industry, and both deregulate and liberalize the domestic  telecommunications market, MIC has also been implementing diverse IT related cooperation projects worth over 1 million US dollars this year to bridge the digital divide among the ACD member countries.

(Projects of 2003)

· Provided 126 IT related persons from 13 ACD countries with IT                  learning programs
· Dispatched about 20 Korean Youth Internet Volunteers to 5 ACD countries
(Plans for 2004)

· Training Courses on e-Government and Mobile Solution
- 50 IT related CEOs and policy decision makers from 10 ACD countries will be invited

· Dispatch IT Policy Advisory Groups and Korea Internet Volunteers
(Special Cooperation Projects)
· Construction of Information Access Center in Thailand(2004)

- Constructed Information Access Centers in Cambodia(2002) and Vietnam(2003)

· International Symposium to Bridge the Digital Divide (November 2003)
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