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BACKGROUND 

The Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) was established to promote 

cooperation among its 30 member countries leveraging on the strengths and 

opportunities of each nation. It is targeted specifically towards human capital 

development, alleviating poverty and improving the quality of life, whilst 

developing a knowledge-based society within Asia and enhancing people 

empowerment. Its ultimate goal is the transformation of the Asian continent 

into an Asian community which seeks to increase the bargaining power of 

Asian countries in lieu of competition, and enhance Asia's economic 

competitiveness in the global market. 

One of the steps towards this cooperation is the establishment of Asia e 

University (AeU), an initiative of Malaysia, as prime mover for e-education. 

With the support of the 30 ACD member countries as confirmed by the 

Islamabad, Doha and Seoul ministerial meetings, AeU seeks to work in 

collaboration with Asian Institutions of Higher Learning in providing academic 

programmes drawing on the collective expertise and prestige of member 

institutions through collective and strategic links. 

Besides focusing on providing programmes and products that are of quality, 

affordable, accessible, and marketable; AeU is also proposing to be a 

facilitator for the mutual accreditation and recognition of degrees and 

academic programmes among Asian HEIs. Such a recognition and transfer 

system will encourage greater movement of students among Asian 

universities and colleges. 

At the third ACD Roundtable meeting organised by Asia e University in 

cooperation with the ACD Secretariat in Bangkok, Thailand, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Malaysia and Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia on March 

24 -25th March 2008, the the European Credit Transfer System(ECTS) which 

had created greater mobility of students and portability of credits and the 

impact it has had on the European Union and the creation of the European 






















