PREAMBLE

The Muscat Regional Conference on Road Safety provided an opportunity for the Asian Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) to discuss and examine an issue which has become a growing public health concern in most of the ACD countries i-e. road traffic injuries. The theme of the Muscat Conference was "Together we can overcome the looming crisis". ----number of countries participated in addition to experts from international organizations including UN, WHO and NGOs.
The participants of the Muscat Conference discussed various issues pertaining to prevention, control and rehabilitation vis-à-vis road traffic crashes and identified evidence-based policies practiced in other regions. Data shared by most of the ACD countries although, revealed a difference in fatality rates and number of injuries, yet pointed towards a commonality in prevalent risk factors contributing to the rising number of victims due to road traffic crashes. 
Various strategies and policy frameworks were suggested which could have a positive effect on reducing the burden of deaths and injuries. While realizing the multiple factors involved in the causality of RTIs and the importance of eliciting a multisectoral response to the issue, proposals/recommendations were put forward for the governments and relevant stakeholders for their consideration. It is hoped that these recommendations would provide a positive framework for action.
 Recommendations of Muscat Regional Road Safety Conference 4th-6th September 2006

The conference participants, while appreciating the role of  the Sultanate of Oman in its endeavors towards putting road safety on the global political agenda, propose the following to the ACD Member States:
1. Policy and Political Framework:
- The statistics revealed that causalities due to road traffic crashes are a public health concern and need to be given the highest priority in National Developmental Agenda.
-Member States are called upon to take cognizance of the international standards in regard to road safety. They are further called upon to adapt and amend these standards to reflect their cultural and socio-economic conditions.

-Member States are called upon to ensure equitable and rigorous application of the relevant rules and regulations.

-Member States are called upon to engage all relevant governmental and non-governmental agencies as well as civil society organizations in formulating a multi-disciplinary and multisectoral National Plan of action.
-The Member States are urged to work towards a ministerial conference in 2008 with the explicit aim of producing a charter on road safety as envisaged in the Lord Robertson Report.

2 Capacity Building/Knowledge Sharing/Best Practices/Data Collection: 

-Member States are urged to identify institutions possessing expertise in road safety and establish networks.
- Member States are called upon to reach out and facilitate transfer of skills from centres of excellence acknowledged as such throughout the Region and beyond.
-Member States are called upon to share best practices endeavors on a regular basis through all means available such as web pages, professional journals and publications, etc. In this regard UN (WHO & others) agencies are requested to support this initiative.
-Member States call upon the UN & WHO to provide technical support and assistance in building the capacities of Member States in data collection, compilation, analysis, interpretation and dissemination. 
-The conference calls upon Member States to provide opportunities to support the exchange of best practices in advocacy and awareness-raising which can transcend national boundaries.
-Member States are urged to work closely with UN and among themselves for the success of the first UN Road Safety Week, 23-29 April 2007. They are also urged to ensure that one day of this week is jointly observed under ACD auspices (which will be Wednesday 25 April). They are further urged to send before 1 Jan 2007 the proposed list of activities for ACD to acd@ mfa.go.th which will be posted on the ACD website (www.acddialogue.com) 
-Member States are urged to work together to ensure the success of the Regional Traffic Management Conference, Iran (IR) 8-9 November 2006. Email address: info@RTMC2006.org 
3. Trauma Care/Victim Services/Rehabilitation

-Member States are urged to adopt a holistic and equitable strategy to trauma management in all its stages. The published WHO guidelines can be used for this purpose.
-The Member States are urged to place the need of the victim as the priority. This will require the coordination and integration of departments/agencies and other relevant bodies without discrimination or bias. 

- The Member States are urged to reach out to non-governmental agencies and charities who have a role in the treatment and rehabilitation of the victims and their dependents.     
