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Excellency,

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me first of all to express my sincere appreciation to the organizers for inviting my delegation to participate in the Seminar on Rehabilitation of Working Children in Asia within the framework of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD).

This pioneer gathering marks the first seminar of the 17 ACD cooperation projects which will be coordinated by 13 ACD countries acting as prime movers. As Country Coordinator, Thailand is very pleased to see that Thailand's original initiative has grown in scope, partnership and stature. 

The seminar on Rehabilitation of Working Children in Asia is part of the "Poverty Alleviation Project", which is coordinated by Bangladesh, Cambodia and Vietnam as prime movers. Many ACD countries have recognized poverty reduction as their top priority in their national economic and social development plans. 

The imbalance between the economic and social development during the past decades in Asia has widened the gap between the haves and the have-nots. But who are the first to have to bear the brunt of social and economic tensions? Who are the first sufferers in the midst of conflicts and social breakdown of all kinds? The answer is the children. Our children. 

The problem of child labour in Asia cannot be solved without the participation of all parties concerned, both public and private sectors, civil society and of course the children themselves. Today in Dhaka, the ACD is proving itself to be a dynamic and positive thinking forum. The Dialogue is multi sectoral, guided by an action-oriented and pro-active approach in its efforts to improve the quality and fulfill the hopes of millions of working children in Asia. The seminar today provides an excellent opportunity for representatives and experts from the ACD countries to generate ideas and concrete proposals to help solve this pressing and crucial problem.

Distinguished Participants,

The ACD is not a negotiation platform, nor is it a social forum for Foreign Ministers to get together from time to time. The ACD is a mechanism, which enables all Asian nations to capitalize upon one another's knowledge and expertise for the benefit of all partners. The Dialogue is a missing link between other existing frameworks. It recognizes the need to avoid duplication with other regional cooperation forums, but adds value to existing cooperation mechanisms.

Now you may ask what the ACD can do for the exploited children and how it can be a value added to all the hard work and noble efforts, which have been  done by various organisations at national and regional levels. The ACD will place the question of child labour comprehensively and directly on development, economic and political agendas. The ACD should be able to foster a strong partnership among ACD Governments, employers' and workers' organisations, civil society and NGOs as well as encourage more solidarity among Asian children's network groups. By doing this, the ACD will be in a position to increase the community awareness and advocate the rights and welfare of their children. 

This seminar will help consolidate the understanding of the issues and the direction of action. It will contribute to the development of the ACD leaders' detailed knowledge of the situation of children who work and are exploited at the cost of their education and personal development. The outcomes of the seminar should also convince the ACD Meeting in June this year of the necessity to support the emergence of action for 

the promotion of children's rights and welfare.

The successful launching of the first ACD meeting in Thailand last June was attributed to the strong political will of the Heads of Government of all participating countries. Over the past eight months, sustained and substantial progress has been made in both the dialogue and project dimensions and in our collective efforts to promote the ACD as the basic missing link for Asia. I am pleased to inform you, on behalf of the Royal Thai Government, that Thailand will convene the second ACD Foreign Ministers Meeting between 21-22 June this year in Chiang Mai, northern Thailand. The meeting will chart the future of the forum and further enhance its mission as a vehicle for linking and enhancing cooperation in Asia. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Bangladesh is a signatory to the Convention on Regional Arrangements for the Promotion of Child Welfare in South Asia and the Convention Against Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation in Women and Children in South Asia, each of which is unique of its kind. Dhaka is taking, once again, an admirable initiative to host this expert meeting on the question of working children.

I would like to commend the efforts of Bangladesh towards building an ACD common view on priorities, strategies and approaches towards the promotion of child welfare and the prohibition and eradication of the worst forms of child labour. It is Thailand's earnest hope that, together, the ACD countries can move towards a comprehensive Asian vision for the well being of our children.

Thank you.
