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1. Introduction

Currently, with the rapid advances in IT technology, such as digital technology and the Internet, the world is undergoing the third major transformation in its history: following the agricultural revolution and the industrial revolution, we are now witnessing the IT revolution. This IT revolution is overturning traditional paradigms, ushering in new phenomena such as the digital economy and the knowledge-based society. These fresh paradigms have triggered revolutionary changes in all areas of our lives including politics, the economy, society and culture, ultimately enhancing quality of life for all people.

The traditional industrial society has been transformed into a knowledge-based society, broadening the meaning of the concept of goods to include new concepts such as software and contents. This shift is also changing the nature of labor from the use of ‘brawn’ to brain’, and flow of capital from tangible industries to intangible knowledge-based industries. Furthermore, the very source of economic value is now judged by the degree of quantity and quality of knowledge and information rather than the amount of labor and capital input. In line with these changes, the priority in basic infrastructure for economic development has been shifted from roads, ports and airways to high-speed Internet networks and cable or mobile communication networks.

Along with this, cyberspace, newly created through the Internet, has transcended the limits of time and space infinitely broadening the scope for human activities, which had been confined by physical space.

Whether we like it or not, these changes are presenting us with new challenges that we must face. Our response to these challenges is not a matter of choice but of survival in the arena of infinite competition.
2. The current status of the IT Industry in Korea
The Republic of Korea has recognized that the failure to take advantage of the information age and to meet its new challenges, can only lead to decline, and that the level of informatization is an effective standard for evaluating national competitiveness. Believing that the IT industry is a core element in the knowledge-based economy, we have been focusing our efforts on fostering the IT industry.
It is often said that a time of crisis may give rise to opportunity. Korea suffered from the financial crisis of 1997 which dealt a hard blow to many countries in Asia. It was the nurturing of IT industries which played a major role in our early recovery.

At the end of the year 2000, Korea had built an IT infrastructure connecting 144 major cities with a high-speed IT network, establishing the best IT infrastructure in the world. At present, 60% of the Korean population use the Internet and about 10 million households, which represents a little over 70% of the total population, are equipped with the means to use high-speed Internet services with an average speed of four Mbps (megabytes per second).
Furthermore, Korea is the first country to put the CDMA mobile communication into commercial use, allowing 70% of the total population to enjoy the daily use of mobile communication services.

Recently, we have been making efforts to benchmark Korea’s success in the IT sector in foreign countries. To give one example, the United States, inspired by our success in the establishment of a high-speed IT network, is working towards drawing up what could be described as an act to facilitate broadband Internet services.
Far from contenting itself with such results, the ROK is constantly striving to build on this IT test market infrastructure, to strengthen its global competitiveness in different fields, including semiconductors, mobile communications and TFT-LCD, through bold investment in R&D and the cultivation of human resources in the field of cutting edge technology.

3. Korea’s Record of IT Support to ACD Countries
To enable humankind as a whole to enjoy the benefits of access to information technology we have been engaging in various cooperative projects to provide IT assistance to neighboring countries, especially more left behind in the information revolution, by strengthening relations with ASEAN+3 and at the bilateral level with individual Asian countries. Korea will continue to cooperate with neighboring countries by sharing IT technology. To bridge the digital divide, Korea has provided assistance to countries through two institutions: the Ministry of Information and Technology (MOIT) and the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA).

With regard to the projects for cooperation in IT led by the MOIT, an IT Declaration which includes 6 paragraphs on the need for joint efforts to foster the IT industry was adopted during the Asian IT Ministerial Meeting in Seoul Korea, held in June last year under the auspices of the MOIT. In 2002 it offered education to 110 trainees invited from 13 ACD countries for a year. Youth Internet service teams comprising 120 members are still at work in 10 countries. The MOIT is also promoting a special project to bridge the digital divide in East Asia. A non-governmental IT consultation mechanism has been set up with nine other Asian countries, aiding ACD countries to narrow the digital divide. In addition, the MOIT has also provided the EDCF (Economic Development Cooperation Fund) with $50,000,000 to support the modernization of the communication networks of some ACD countries such as Bangladesh and Cambodia.

As for the activities of KOICA (which was set up to offer development cooperation to developing countries) projects for development cooperation in the IT field have been the major focus of efforts for development cooperation aimed at developing countries. Since the year2000, KOICA’s support to the ACD countries in the IT area has amounted to a scale of 10 million US dollars, including the secondment of service teams and experts, the invitation of trainees and the provision of goods. To give concrete examples, KOICA has helped construct an IT training center in the University of Indonesia, and has provided goods, dispatched experts and carried out IT training programmes for the S&T Center in Dhaka University in Bangladesh.
4. Future Plans for IT Cooperation
Our government is planning to systematically and continuously implement IT cooperative projects, which have so far been carried out in the framework of ASEAN+3 and with individual countries on a bilateral basis, in the larger framework of the ACD with a view to providing more effective and successful IT assistance to ACD countries. Regarding particular plans for the future, an IT education center will be built in the Philippines with the aim of enhancing HRD abilities by assisting in the establishment of IT training and education facilities. In Bangladesh, an IT training center is currently under construction, and scheduled to be completed in 2 to 3 years time. (With a view to building an Information Access Center in one of the ACD countries this year.) Moreover, a feasibility study project is under way.
In addition, we are considering expanding from next year the training programme for assistance in IT for developing countries currently pursued by KOICA to lead ACD cooperative projects in IT, so as to carry out a training programme which would involve inviting IT experts from ACD member countries. This will provide the ACD countries with a valuable opportunity to fully participate in the revolution in IT which is quietly unfolding.
In addition, an international symposium for the bridging of the digital divide will be held in November this year in Seoul. Our government hopes that the ACD member countries will send many participants to engage in concrete and fruitful discussions on bridging the digital divide.

Finally, since the basic objective of the ACD to identify measures for regional cooperation among the countries from Northeast Asia, ASEAN and West Asia, our government is planning to develop mid- and long-term cooperative projects that differentiate between support to each country according to their demands. Our government aims to gather information on the diverse conditions in each country and their differing through the dialogue components of the ACD.
