Summary Record of the ACD Third Dialogue on Environmental Education
14-15 June 2006 Sendai, Japan

Overview

The Third Dialogue on Environmental Education, Japan’s Prime Mover project under the framework of Asia Cooperation Dialogue, was successfully held in Sendai, Japan on 14th and 15th June 2005. The dialogue was co-organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Regional Center of Expertise (RCE) Greater Sendai and ESD-J (the Japan Council on the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development). 44 participants from 19 ACD member countries and 3 international organizations attended the dialogue session, and some 150 attended the open forum. The open forum and the dialogue session were held on 14th June to exchange information on and discuss the theme “United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.” On 15th June, participants joined site visits to Sendai and Matsushima, Miyagi, to observe a market organized by an NPO that also carries out an organic waste recycling project, an environmental education class in an elementary school, and the community’s effort to clean up Matsushima Bay by utilizing Sargassum horneri C. Agardh, a type of native seaweed growing in the bay.

Major points raised by the participants during the dialogue
1. Education for sustainable development (ESD) and raising public awareness
· Raising awareness and education which could change or give impact on people’s lifestyle and lead to actions by individuals is important. .
· Fostering a view and attitude of critical thinking is important in ESD. Participation, experience and empowerment should be paid attention to. Changing one’s attitude toward the action is most difficult. To achieve this, classroom lectures are not enough. 
· Moral values as human beings and ethics are important. Common value within Asia, such as co-existence with nature, should be respected.

· Raising awareness of wide range of citizens, especially among young people who will lead the next generation, is important. To achieve this, simple and easy messages are necessary. In this context, achieving partnership of all stakeholders is essential.
· In considering ways to awareness-raising and formulating action plan, it is necessary to study and understand the current status.

· Level of progress and approach of UNDESD are different in each country. Especially in developing countries, poverty reduction is a priority. Also, “Human Security” which includes equity and peace should be kept in mind, in addition to poverty reduction. ESD should be started from wherever possible since such challenges as poverty reduction need tackling at the same time.
· The concept of Education for Sustainable Development should be built on the existing environmental education, which encompasses comprehensive development in economical, social and environmental spheres. Nevertheless, ESD is not a totally new idea, but reorienting the direction of the present education. 
· DESD is a long-term undertaking. Steady actions such as fostering of local communities or capacity building of human recourses should be the starting point, with future of the earth and coexistence in mind. 
2. Formulation and enhancement of partnership
· Building networks and partnership of wide range of stakeholders like government, teachers, NGOs, industries and mass media is important. It is necessary to implement ESD in a comprehensive and multidimensional manner, coordinating various stakeholders. 

· Both top-down and bottom-up approaches are important, and their effective combination is necessary. 
· For developing countries with insufficient experiences, concrete and substantive assistance is necessary. Such assistance could include developing educational materials and providing training for teachers.
· Regional center of expertise (RCE) is an effective approach. RCEs are neither too large nor small so that views and experiences of stakeholders can be exchanged easily.
3. Monitoring and evaluation
· To advance UNDESD, appropriate monitoring and evaluation of activities are necessary. 
· Such monitoring and evaluation are expected to be made in each country as well as in each region by international and other organizations. Development of certain indicators would be desirable to evaluate concrete progress. 
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