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1. Background

Achieving sustainable development has been one of the key issues in the recent international trend and the concept of sustainability reaffirmed the importance of raising awareness of environmental issues. Within this context, the importance and the effectiveness of environmental education has been widely recognized. The Plan of Action adopted in the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg recommended to the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) that it would consider adopting the ‘United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development’ on the basis of Japan’s proposal. As a follow-up to WSSD, Japan submitted a draft resolution on the Decade, which was unanimously adopted at the 57th session of UNGA. 


This major international trend is particularly significant to Asian countries. Asia, confronted with various environmental issues in accordance with its rapid industrialization and urban development, has already recognized the importance of environmental education and has initiated some activities in this field. Environmental issues touch dirctly citizens and therefore it is necessary to increase awareness of environmental issues among individuals at the grass-root level in order to achieve sustainable development. In addition to this, it is worthwhile Asian countries to contribute to the future discussion within the framework of the United Nations Decade on Education for Sustainable Development through the know-how and experience.

2. Objectives

In order to achieve sustainable development in Asia, it is of utmost importance to sensitize citizens, children and yout who will be leading the next generation to the environmental issues. Bearing this in mind, the project aims to provide an opportunity for the high-level officers to share values of environmental education including its importance and effectiveness. The dialogue shall eventually assist the participating countries in making decisions in the field of environmental and educational policy.

3. Project Plan

(1) Date:On an appropriate date in January or February 2004 (2 days)

(2) Venue: Tokyo, Japan

(3) Tentative Schedule

(a) The 1st Part

· Visits to local authorities, NGO, private sectors, etc. where “Environmental Education” is conducted.

(b) The 2nd Part

· Dialogue on “Environmental Education”

· The ACD countries as well as representative from the international organization, academic institution and NGOs.
(4) The Summary of the Dialogue will be distributed to the ACD Dialogue 2004, and contribute to finalize the content of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development.

