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FINAL REPORT 

of the First Energy Seminar of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue 

Almaty, Kazakhstan October 6, 2006
Delegates of the Kingdom of Bhutan, the People’s Republic of China, the Republic of India, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Kingdom of Thailand, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Uzbekistan took part in the First ACD Seminar on Energy Cooperation on October 6, 2006 on the sidelines of the 14th International Oil & Gas Exhibition and Conference “KIOGE – 2006” hosted by the Republic of Kazakhstan during October 3-5, 2006 in Almaty.
Participation in “KIOGE – 2006” gave the ACD representatives clear vision of the Kazakhstan’s intention for approach towards the common Asian Energy Policy. Kazakhstan’s oil and gas sector is one of its most dynamic economic sectors. A stable political and its economic situation, annually growing volumes of energy production and development of new deposits give this country an excellent opportunity to contribute in development of energy cooperation and security in Asia.

Representative of the ACD Coordinator, the Kingdom of Thailand, delivered the Report on the ACD development urging the ACD Member-states to work towards the 2nd ACD Energy Forum and the development of the ACD Energy Action Plan. Delegates expressed their appreciation on the significant increase of international recognition of ACD which currently encompasses all leading Asian countries. 

Delegates discussed and exchanged views on following main topics during the Seminar:

· Energy Policy of Asian Countries;
· Energy Transportation;

· Nuclear and Alternative Energy Sources.

Participants of the First Energy Seminar of the Asia Cooperation Dialogue recognized that energy security in Asia is a corner stone of sustainable development of the continent.  Cooperation in the field of energy and energy trade in Asia should be based on reliable provision on predictable conditions and affordable prices, both for producers and consumers as well as with minimal environmental impacts.

One of the aims of energy cooperation within ACD is a provision of mutually beneficial information exchange on energy resources including production, consumption and transit operations with an aim of promoting the greater predictability of the market.

Participants highlighted the necessity of joint efforts in resolving the issue of energy poverty which is one of the major concerns of the world community. In this respect, the ACD Member-countries should endeavor to contribute in reducing of energy gap amongst the Member-countries.
The Seminar identified the so-called ‘’missing link’ in energy transportation system in Asia, to address this concern, the host country and the Iranian delegation recommended to invite for potential participation of both the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and Turkmenistan in the next ACD Energy Seminar to ensure better regional energy cooperation.

Seminar participants reiterated their support towards the environmental safety, sustainable development and energy security of the Asian countries which could be ensured through the coordinated energy policy, based on modern environmental friendly energy technologies.
Seminar participants highlighted the following topics, among other matters, for consideration during the next ACD Energy Forum meeting(s)/seminar(s) and  elaboration in the ACD Energy Action Plan that is under preparation by the Republic of Indonesia and the Republic of the Philippines:

· Cooperation in elaboration of effective national programs on energy development;
· Implementation of measures to increase energy efficiency and saving;
· Stimulation of the development of alternative energy sources; 
· Assistance in information exchange in innovative development sphere and energy related technologies transfer;
· Improving of environmental security in energy production;
· Development of local, mainly renewable, energy sources and energy infrastructure;
· Cooperation in the field of creation of new energy capacities and transportation;
· Assistance in exchange and introduction of high-technology in production, processing and exploitation of hydrocarbon raw materials and uranium;
· Cooperation in reducing the effect of aftershocks of high and volatile energy prices and overcoming energy poverty;

· Study of oil and gas transportation opportunities from the Caspian and the Central Asian region to Asian markets including pipelines and swap-operations; 

· Cooperation in the field of peaceful uses of atomic energy;
· Exploring the possibility of re-investing revenues from energy trade in the ACD countries, particularly through the Asian Bonds, as adopted by the 5th ACD Ministerial Meeting.
Seminar participants emphasized the importance of mutually beneficial, balanced and sustainable development of regional energy cooperation in Asia based on principles of regional understanding, respect, friendship and good neighborliness.

Participants of the Seminar expressed their confidence that their discussions will contribute to the development of effective regional energy cooperation in Asia and suggested to the ACD Coordinator to distribute this Report among the Member-states for their comments for inclusion in the Agenda of the upcoming ACD Ministerial Energy Forum in Islamabad (Pakistan) in March/April 2007.
