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I. BACKGROUND

Since the industrial revolution, especially “the Green Revolution”, great achievements have been made in the field of agriculture in the world. With the application and extension of high-tech and biotechnology in agriculture, traditional agriculture is moving gradually toward the modern agriculture. There is no exception for ACD countries, whose agriculture has contributed greatly to the provision of quality food, fiber and industrial materials to the people in the region. However, when entering into the new century, we clearly realize that agriculture, rural affairs and farmers are still the important issues faced by many countries and have to be seriously tackled and dealt with.

Except for Japan, South Korea and Singapore, many ACD countries are still developing countries, among which, majority of the people are still living in rural areas. In many places of rural areas, due to the uncompleted operational management and market mechanism, transportation, electricity and communication facilities are still relatively backward, the level of knowledge and technology of farmers is still not high with low rate of high-tech popularization in agriculture, and the income and the level of living standard for many farmers are rather low. Some of the farmers are still leading extremely poor life, and some are even facing with serious problem of food security. Meanwhile, with the growth of globalization of world’s economy, agriculture is confronting many unpredictable competitions, and the contradiction between the sustainable development and environmental protection will become more and more serious. With a view to enhancing the competitiveness of agriculture and ensuring sustainable agricultural development, every country, especially the developed one, is improving farmers’ knowledge and technological level in order to promote agricultural development, by increasing investment to agriculture, strengthening agro-education, research and extension and other various measures.
ACD member countries have different advantages in agriculture field. Japan, South Korea and Singapore have accumulated rich experiences in the application of agricultural high-tech, biotechnology, and agro-digital technology. Thailand, Vietnam and other East Asian countries have their own unique aspects in agricultural reform, high-tech extension, breeding, rice production, tropical fruit and vegetable production, pest and disease control, and so on.
China has carried out a series of effective agricultural reforms and scored great achievements over the past 20 years. China has been successful in feeding 22% of the world’s population with less than 10% of world’s arable land. Chinese farmers’ income and living standard have been improved by a big margin. China has made certain progress and accumulated rich experience in the following areas such as: the application of biotechnology, breeding of hybrid rich, hybrid corn, wheat, sorghum, cotton, vegetable and fruit, the extension of new cultivation and management skills, modern communication, IT and digital agro-technology, and competitive advantages in some areas have been shaped. Meanwhile, after China’s WTO membership, agricultural production and operation are directly facing two markets (domestic and international markets), which will gradually merge into a big one in the near future. Under this circumstance, Chinese existing agricultural management system must be reformed so as to make small-scale farming households get used to the huge market. In this respect, China needs to learn from its neighboring ACD countries.

It is apparent that there are strong similarities and complementarities in the field of agriculture among ACD countries, which has laid a good foundation for international cooperation and exchanges. China is willing to be the prime mover in field of agricultural cooperation among ACD countries, so as to contribute itself to the common agriculture development in the region.
II. OBJECTIVES
Through the ACD mechanism, China hopes to establish a platform which can carry out the cooperation and exchanges in the field of agriculture thus the following objectives can be reached:

1. To promote the effective cooperation among ACD countries in the field of agriculture and enhance common development in agriculture;

2. To gradually upgrade the knowledge and technological level and improve the living standard for the rural population;

3. To intensify exchanges in agricultural high-tech and continuously raise the agricultural productivity so as to ensure the food security.

4. To strengthen exchanges of information in agricultural trade and promote the cooperation among agricultural institutions and enterprises.

III. SCOPE OF COOPERATION

China has conducted a lot of diversified cooperation with ACD countries. China has dispatched a number of agricultural officials and experts for many times to ACD countries in order to make study tours and to learn their experiences on agricultural management and reform on farming system. China has introduced big number of quality varieties of agricultural crops, agricultural equipments from ACD countries. And at the same time, China has also received many agricultural officials and experts from ACD countries, briefed them on the successful experience of agricultural development in China and exported quality animal and crop varieties, agro-machines and equipments, which has laid a sound foundation for cooperation. Therefore, the scope of the cooperation can be flexible and diversified, and be conducted for either integrated projects or individual project. It mainly focuses on the following aspects:
1. To exchange successful agricultural reform and management experience;

2. To share and exchange information on agro-education, research and rural extension;

3. To share quality plant and animal varieties and germplasm resources;

4. And jointly develop and improve markets for agricultural products and inputs.

IV. Cooperative Modality

1. By learning cooperative experience of ASEAN countries + China, Japan and Korea model, an agricultural forum for ACD may be established;

2. To organize seminars or workshops of various forms in relation to different agricultural areas and special fields;

3. To conduct bilateral or multilateral exchanges and study mission by agricultural management and professional staff from both sides among ACD countries, and carry out diversified forms of science and technology cooperation and training.

China hopes to take the initiative to host an Agricultural Ministerial Meeting in May 2004, to invite ACD agricultural ministers and senior officials to come to China to explore the future cooperation areas, mechanism and approaches, put forward an action plan for agricultural cooperation, and form a package of recommendations in relation to agricultural cooperation so as to forward them to the governments of ACD countries after the meeting.

We sincerely hope that this proposal can be supported and welcomed by all ACD member countries, the ministerial meeting can yield fruitful results and through cooperation, make its due contribute to the agricultural development, the enhancement of knowledge and technological level of farmers and the improvement of living standard of farmers in ACD countries.

