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Thank you Your Highness.

Your Majesties, Your Highnesses, Excellencies,
Once again, I would like to express our appreciation to Your Highness and the State of Kuwait for hosting this historic first ACD Summit.  I would also like to thank all fellow ACD Members for their contributions and ideas over the two days.  I wish to commend, in particular, Kuwait’s announcement of 300 million US dollars to support development efforts. 
As I stated at the opening ceremony, the ACD, as the only framework that brings together all sub-regional groupings of this continent, remains a key vehicle to take the continent of Asia forward and realize the Asian century.  Therefore, it is important that we use the opportunity to not only project Asian unity but also develop practical cooperation with concrete results, whether in connectivity, food and energy security, health, education, poverty reduction, to name a few.  From dialogue to tangible outcomes – this is our aim for the next Summit which Thailand offers to host in 2015.  As Coordinator, Thailand will also prepare a summary of the proposals made at this Summit so that our Ministers can have a substantive discussion when they next meet in Tajikistan. 
I am also glad that we agreed to work together to strengthen the ACD mechanism which will ensure greater continuity in the ACD process.  I look forward to working with all of ACD countries to strengthen Asian cooperation so that our region can continue to contribute to global economic growth and stability. 

Lastly, please allow me to extend my congratulations to Your Highness and the people of the State of Kuwait for this successful and historic meeting.  I look forward to more success of the ACD.  
Thank you very much. 
--------------------
